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COMES TO US ALL, AT LEAST 
ONCE IN OUR LIVES. 


Ftinos CAN GET. LET’S START LY 
AT THE BOTTOM AND WORK 
OUR WAY UP... 


«« BOOGA AND | HAD BEEN 
TOGETHER FOR YEARS, 


IT WAS A LEAN AND HARSH MID-WINTER. 
AGAINST MY BETTER JUDGMENT, BOOGA 
HAD PERSUADED ME TO HOCK MY TANK 
AND PUT THE MONEY ON A HORSE... 


THAT'S GOOD, WE'RE 
IN‘ NOW KEEP IT MOVING, 
WE'VE GOT LESS THAN 


SEVEN MINUTES... GO! GO! 


Go! 


THAT'S 
IT... NICE AND 
SMOOTH. I WANT 
THIS BOXCAR 
STRIPPED BARE... 
KEEP IT 
ROLLING... 


60 TO MAKE THE MONEY TO BUY 
BACK MY TANK, WE TOOK ON A 
JOB WITH THE AUSTRALIAN 
MAFIA—DOING THEIR DIRTY WORK 
FOR A CUT OF THE SPOILS. 


HEY, YOU 
{ TWO... WHAT 

ARE YOU 

DOING? 


AWAITING 


WE HAD_NO IDEA WHAT WE WERE YOUR 
DEALING WITH, AND WE DIDN'T < INSTRUCTIONS, 
CARE. AS LONG AS IT PAID IN SIR. 
FRESH, CRISPY GREENBACKS, 

WE WERE HAPPY. 


INSTRUCTIONS, 
HUH?! GET YOUR 
ARSES ON THE LINE 
AND START SHIFTING 

SOME GEAR... 4 


i‘ 


Y ..BEFORE MY 
BOOT INSTRUCTS 
YOUR BRAIN TO 
SQUIRT OUT OF 
YOUR EAR. 


WELL, ‘ 
BOOGA, THIS WASN'T § 
EXACTLY WHAT | 
HAD IN MIND WHEN YOU 
SUGGESTED HIRING 
OURSELVES OUT TO 
THE MAFIA. 


| MEAN—|’M A 
NOTORIOUS WANTED 
CRIMINAL, SURELY THEY “ 


COULD’VE PUT MY. 
TALENTS TO WORK ON t 
SOMETHING A LITTLE wg ; 
MORE TAXING. _ 
peer ERT OREEETS, om 


*e 
a 
UNIFORMS? DONT THEY Pe oA A A BREAK FOR IT ® ee 
aay . Cae), x,» Nake O 
ALL THAT. 4 } ! 
WHEN I WAS A BOY : 
SCOUT? 


DAMN RIGHT. AND \) MLL gue OH, wapcxece! Ip » 
ice Maine seers hee WB 


HEy, 
LOOK, THIS 
BOX HAS BEEN 


RATS! 
PINCHED 
Boesies 
HOLD IT RIGHT e 
THERE, YOU NASTY 
CRIMS. I'VE GOT A 
HORRIBLE COLD 
BREAKFAST WAITING 
FOR YOU IN THE 
JAILHOUSE, 


AS WE WERE DRIVEN AWAY FROM THE TRAIN 
TATION, WE CAUGHT A GLIMPSE OF WHAT WAS 
PPENING THERE THAT NIGHT. 


DO BUSINESS 
WITH YOU. 
AGAIN, CHIEF. 


F’SURE. SEE 
YOU AROUND, 
Bh = WILLYMAN. 


DID YOu 
NOT SEE WHAT 
WAS GOING 
ON THERE? 


TRAIN 
ROBBERY? 


WAKE UP, DOZY! THE 
MAFIA BOSS AND HIS 
CRONIES ARE GETTING AWAY 
WITH IT! THEY MUST’VE MADE A 
DEAL WITH THE COPS TO SPLIT 
THE GOODIES AND THEN 
PRETEND THAT THE WHOLE 
LOT WAS STOLEN. 


WE'VE BEEN 
BUSTED TO MAKE IT 
LOOK LIKE THE COPS 

WERE DOING THEIR JOB. 
THAT’S WHY THEY HIRED US 
AND EVERYONE ELSE IN THIS 

STINKING TRUCK. THIS 
WHOLE THING WAS JUST A 
SETUP. AND WE’RE 
» THE FALL GUYS. 


YEAH, YOU'RE 
PROBABLY RIGHT, 
WHAT DOES IT MATTER? 
WHY SWEAT THE DETAILS? 
WE'VE BEEN BUSTED BY A 
BUNCH OF BENT COPS, AND 
WE’RE ON OUR WAY TO 
A FILTHY SLAMMER. 
OUR GOOSE IS 
COOKED. 


- MAN, THERE'S ~< 
df SOME ROUGH LOOKING 
Geel / DUDES ON THIS BUS. I'LL YJ 
PNG BET THERE'S MURDERERS, 
| _ CANNIBALS, RAPISTS, 
BOTTOM BURGLERS AND / 
YA \~ ALL MANNER OF SICK 


6 \S_ BENJAMIN 
OF THE MOST MURDEROUS, 7 
GANG OF i”) RN 
BOTTOM-BUR 6 
THIG COUNTRY HAS EVER SEEN. FS ‘| ts 
S- 
: 2 


AND. MARTY. 


OKAY, GUYS, 
HERE COMES A 
LONG STRAIGHT. 


DO 
YOU FEEL A 


CHECK IT OUT, THE 
WHOLE BACK OF THE | 
BUS HAS GONE.| J 


| - 
SMELL FREEDOM! ag > 


LET’S JUMP! 


THOSE GUNG, '0 
SE GUYS, I’ 
WE APPEAR JUST LET GO AND 


TO HAVE PICKED || HOPE FOR THE BEST. |: 


UP A COUPLE OF IT’S NOT A GOOD 
HITCHHIKERS. IDEA TO GET THAT 
CLOSE TO MR. 
DANIELS. 


HE CAN BE 
VERY STRANGE 
ABOUT HIS 
TROUSERS. 


OKAY. 

THAT’S ENOUGH. I’M 
GONNA SACRIFICE MY 
TROUSERS TO GET RID OF 
YOU TWO TWATS. BUT LET 
ME WARN YOU-—I’VE GOT A 
PHOTOGRAPHIC MEMORY AND (4 

YOUR FACES ARE FIRMLY 
ETCHED RIGHT IN THERE. IF 
YOU WALK AWAY FROM THIS, 
THEN YOU'D BETTER FIND 
SOMEPLACE TO HIDE, 
BECAUSE / WiLL HUNT YOU 
DOWN ANP KitL YOU. 
AND Overs You 


VM NOT 
ASKING YOU 
AGAIN. LET GO 
2 NOW. 


DON’T 
MAKE ME TAKE 
MY TROUSERS 

OFF! : 


SORRY, SIR, 
BUT WE'RE TOO 


BE FALLING TO 
A CERTAIN 


+. BECAUSE 
NOBODY TOUCHES 
BENJAMIN DANIELS’ 
TROUSERS! § 


LUCK WAS DEFINITELY ON THE 
DECLINE. WE HAD TOUCHED THE 
TROUSERS OF A HOMICIDAL MANIAC 
AND WERE FREEFALLING HUNDREDS 
OF FEET WITHOUT PARACHUTES, 


SO WHAT DO 
YOU WANT ME TO 
DO ABOUT IT? I’VE 
FULFILLED MY PART 
OF THE DEAL. ANY 
HEAT THAT COMES 
YOUR WAY IS 
YOUR PROBLEM 


LOOKING AT IT. HERE’S 
ANOTHER— ME AND MY FRIENDS 
GET VERBAL DIARRHEA WHEN 
WE’RE BACKED INTO A CORNER, 
IF WE GO DOWN, YOU GO 
DOWN WITH US, 


COINCIDENTALLY, AT THAT VERY MOMENT 
WE HAD MORE BAD LUCK ACCRUING 
WITH OUR ERSTWHILE EMPLOYER AND 
HIS LAW-BENDING BUDDY... 


HEY, BRO, SORRY 
TO BRING YOU ALL THE 


IT BETTER BE 
IMPORTANT, WE'RE 
TAKING TOO MANY 

RISKS MEETING LIKE 

THIS. AND | THOUGHT 

WE'D TALKED ABOUT 
NOT CALLING ME 


WAY OUT HERE, BUT I'VE GOT 
SOMETHING ON MY MIND 
THAT'S BEEN KEEPING 
ME AWAKE. 


OKAY... 

CHIEF. HERE'S THE 
THING—LAST NIGHT AT 
THE STATION, THERE WAS 
SOMEONE ON THE BUS, 
ONE OF OUR STOOGES, A 
GIRL—SHE SAW ME WITHOUT 
MY MASK, WE WERE ALL 
MEANT TO BE ANONYMOUS, 
BUT SHE DEFINITELY 
CLOCKED ME. 


HUH. THAT’S 
A PRETTY CORNY 
SPEECH, BUT | 
TAKE YOUR POINT. 
YOU ALWAYS GOT 


YOUR WAY, EVEN 
OKAY, 


WE'LL FIND 


N WE HOT-WIRED A JALOPY AND HIGH-TAILED § 
IT BACK TO OUR APARTMENT. OF COURSE 


Boy, | 


WE WERE EXPECTING SOMEONE TO BE NEEDED SOMEONE'S © 
LOOKING FOR US THERE, SO WE MADE HAT, | CAN COMING! 
OUR VISIT AS SHORT AS POSSIBLE... TELL YA. QUICK AN. He 


THERE'S A 
LETTER FOR ME. 
WHY DIDN'T YOU 
TELL ME? 


VOICE DOWN AND 
STOP FARTING 
ABOUT! 


COME ON! 


WOW. THIS IS 
FROM SOME WEIRD 
KID, HE CLAIMS TO 
BE MY YOUNGER 
BROTHER... 


SHHHH! SHUT 
YOUR MOUTH BOOGA, 
THEY’RE INSIDE THE 
APARTMENT! 


IN HERE, CHIEF. 
THE SEAT’S STILL WARM, 
THEY MUST’VE JUST LEFT. 
LET’S GET BACK TO THE 
CAR AND PUT OUT AN 
ALL-POINTS-BULLETIN. 


JESUS, 
WHERE |S THAT 
HORRIBLE 
SMELL COMING 
FROM? 


HMM, LOOKS 
LIKE THE CHIEF 
HAS BEEN HERE 

ALREADY. AS 

SUBTLE ASA 

KICK IN THE 

NUTS. 


Abbe 


"VE ALWAYS 
WANTED TO 
PUT OUT AN 
ALL-POINTS- 
BULLETIN! 


HE SAYS | 
SHOULD COME FOR 
AN_ALL-EXPENSES- 

PAID HOLIDAY AT HIS 
SECLUDED BEACH 


RESORT. AND HE SAYS 


| CAN HAVE MY PICK 
OF THE JOBS 
THERE IF | WANT. 


SHHH. THERE’S 


SOMEBODY ELSE 


HERE... IT’S THE 


MAFIA. BALLS, | KNEW 
THIS CAPER WOULD 
MEAN NOTHING BUT 


TROUBLE. 


PHEW, THEY’VE 
GONE. THAT WAS A 
CLOSE CALL. WE’D 

BETTER GET THE HELL 
fA OUT OF HERE. NO TIME 
TO CHANGE, LE 

MOVE IT. 


HE SAYS THAT 
HE WANTS ME TO 
COME AND VISIT 
HIM. GOUNDS LIKE 
HE’S A BIT OFA 

SELF-MADE 
MAN. 


7 EY WILLYMAN, 
CHECK THIS OUT. A 

H CHERRY POOPTART, 

H HALF EATEN. AND IT’S 

A STILL WARM. MUST'VE 

EX BEEN FRESHLY fe 

he 


POOPED. 


PROBABLY 
BY THE CHIEF. 
MESSY GREEDY 
BASTARD. 


THE ONLY TART 
I'M _INTERESTED IN IS 
THE ONE THAT KNOWS MY 
FACE AND CAN LINK ME TO 
THE ROBBERY LAST NIGHT. | 
WANT HER POOP ON A 
SILVER PLATTER. IT’S TIME 
TO INFORM THE DON—WE 
NEED EVERY AVAILABLE 
MAN ON THIS. 


MY GOD. WHAT 
ARE WE GONNA DO? 
WE'LL BE FILLETED 
AND BOILED-IN-A-BAG 
BEFORE THE DAY 
IS OUT. 


FANCY A 
TRIP TO SUNNY 
BAY? 


WHAT THE 
HELL ARE YOU 
TALKING 
ABOUT? 


THIS LETTER... ; SEE THAT... 
FROM MY LONG =| CHRIST... IS 
LOST BROTHER... HE’S THIS GUY 
OFFERING LUXURY AND = SERIOUS? 
SUNSHINE ON A 2 : 
SECRET BEACH. 
OKAY THEN, 
WE HAVE A 
DESTINATION. 
TIME TO SPLIT. _£: 


WE THOUGHT IT WOULD BE BEST TO AVOID 
ALL THE OBVIOUS ROUTES OF TRAVEL, SO 
WE TOOK A GREYHOUND BUS TO A TINY 
VILLAGE ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF TOWN... 


+ AND FROM THERE WE WERE 
GONNA HITCH HIKE CLEAR 
ACROSS THE CONTINENT... 


SO WHO IS 
THIS KID? HOW 
COMES I'VE NEVER 
HEARD OF HIM 
BEFORE? 


"MAS MUCH IN 
THE DARK AS YOU 
ARE. YOU SAW THE 
LETTER, ALL WE KNOW IS 
THAT HE’S TRACKED ME 
DOWN AND THAT HE’S 
STINKING RICH. 


| KINDA LIKE THE 
IDEA OF HAVING A KID 
BROTHER, ESPECIALLY IF 
HE CAN BUNG ME A COUPLE 
OF MILLION AND LET ME 
WEE-WEE IN HIS BIG 
SWIMMING POO! 


HEY LOOK, 
HITCHERS—A SMALL 
GUY AND HIS PRETTY 


HEADS-UP. - * 2 GIRLFRIEND. PULL OVER [== 


HERE COMES A AND 
CAR. ACTION bi COULD 


PICK THEM UP. 
BE INTERESTING, 


STATIONS—SHOW “ MIGHT HELP TO PASS 


A LITTLE LEG. 


HEY THERE, 
BEAUTIFUL, JUMP. 
IN! AND BRING THE 
FUNNY LITTLE FELLA 
WITH YOU, 


han 
WHY THANK 
YOU, SIR, MUCH lias. 
OBLIGED, I’M 
‘ URE. 


WE'RE 
GOING ON A 2 
HOLIDAY TO <_< 


SUNNY BAY. 


THE TIME. 


6O WHERE 
ARE YOU 
. HEADING? 


FOR GODSAKE 
BOOGA, DON'T 
TELL HIM THE TRUTH! 
WE WERE MEANT TO 
BE TRAVELLING « 

INCOGNITO. 


SUNNY BAY, 
HUH? SOUNDS NICE. 
THAT'S RIGHT THE 
WAY ACROSS THE 

COUNTRY ON THE 
WEST COAST, 
YEAH? 


WELL, 
PERHAPS WE 
COULD BE HEADING 
IN THAT DIRECTION, 
TOO, HEY HONEY 
CHEEKS? 


—$—$<$<—=—"_— BOOGA, YOu 
YOU DOING?! 


| KNOW 
WHAT WILL 


oz PRAT, WHAT ARE 4 
y 


THAT'S A 
BASHFUL LITTLE 
LAUGH YOU'VE GOT 


DON’T YOU GO AND SIT 
UP FRONT ON HIS 


WHERE ARE 
YOU NICE MEN 
HEADING? 


HUH... NOW... 

DON’T BE SCARED, 
HONEY-BOTTOM, BUT ME 
AND MY TWO BROTHERS 

HERE ARE TRACKING DOWN 
A COUPLE OF IDIOTS THAT 
DID US WRONG, WHEN WE 
CATCH ’EM, WE’RE GONNA 
SKIN ’EM ALIVE, 


V'M CRAVEN 
Pte Ie EET 
ou LL’ OF US—yOU iz 
CALL ME CHIEF. THESE ARE MY V oy HERE'S ONLY 
LITTLE BROTHERS WILLYMAN AND ga THING THEMT CAN 
BENJAMIN. | HAVEN'T SPOKEN TO 9 BEG M IE THE DANIELS 
THESE TWO TITS FOR OVER 15 pase 
YEARS—WE FELL OUT AFTER A . Sj 
DISAGREEMENT OVER SOME IF Mehl i 
TROUSERS. SO YOU CAN ALCOCK BEHIND, 
IMAGINE HOW PISSED OFF OULL NOTICE THAN 
WE'D HAVE TO BE TO GET WE'VE BROUGHT A 
BACK TOGETHER. (EW ERIENDS WITH 
THAT YOU'RE IN 
SAFE HANDS. 


FRIENDS?! 
OH CRAP! 


FAMILY?! OH 
SUPER-CRAP! 


NEXT—PART 2: 
BOOK OF HIPSTER GOLD 


THAT WAS A 
Foy 20 (DAMNED HARD 
— DAY’S WORK, 
ry BARNEY—YOU'RE A 
TOTAL HERO. 
WANT aNd 
DRINK? 


I THINK | 
DESERVE 
IT, DON’T 

you? 


ANOTHER 
COUPLE OF THOSE 
JAGER-BASTARDS 

AND SOME MORE OF 
YOUR FILTHY BEER 
PLEASE, BAR 
CHAP. 


WHY THANK 
YOU, KIND SIR. OF 
COURSE, YOU 
UNDERSTAND THAT 
THIS DOES NOT IN 
ANY WAY MEAN THAT 
"LL BE SHAGGING 


"OF COURSE. 
YOU LATER? 


Y THE THOUGHT 
DIDN'T EVEN 
ENTER MY 
HEAD. 


HEY, JET 
GIRL, HE’S QUITE 
A SPUNK. VERY 
SPUNKY. A 
HUNKY-CHUNKY- 
SPUNKY... 


HE IS KINDA = 


fenssnese 


COWBOYS INTO MY 
UNDERWEAR, 
WHOM TO BLAME. STORY-ALAN SCRIBBLES- RUFUS 


WELL, IF YOU'RE 
NOT INTERESTED, YOU 
WON'T MIND IF | GO 
OVER THERE AND SHAKE 
MY HORSEY BACKSIDE 
IN HIS GENERAL 
DIRECTION... 


1 MAYBE 
HE’LL LASSO ME 
AND TAKE ME 


BACK TO HIS 
STABLE. 


XQ) 


COLOUR- CHRISTIAN 


—- 

DON’T MIND ¥& 

ME. KNOCK 

YOURSELF 
OUT. 


HEY, JET GIRL. 
THIS IS TANK GIRL. 
SORRY TO INTERUPT 
THE FESTIVITIES, BUT 
I’M GONNA NEED YOUR 
4\ SERVICES AGAIN. CAN 
YOU BE HEREIN 
TEN MINUTES? 


| MEAN, DO , 
YOU THINK | WAS Uf 
IN WITH A CHANCE, Jie 


THERE? 


| FELT A 
CRACKLE OF... 
UM... ELECTRICITY. 
| WASN'T TOO 
FORWARD WITH TH! 
OL’ BUM-SHAKE, 
WAS I? 


IT’S YOUR FRIEND, 
THE COWBOY. SO HE 
DOES LIKE YOU AFTER 
ALL—IT MUST'VE BEEN 
THE SIGHT OF YOUR 
WIFFY REAR-END. 


SORRY TO 
SPOIL YOUR NIGHT 
OUT, BARNEY, BUT 

VM GONNA HAVE 


ON OUR 
WAY. WE'LL 
BE THERE IN 


OKAY, 
BARNEY, 
CO-ORDINATES 
ARE PUNCHED IN. 
PREPARE FOR 
VERTICAL 
TAKE-OFF. 


| THINK HE 
QUITE LIKED 
ME, DON’T 


Oh, LOOK, 
WE APPEAR TO 
HAVE PICKED UP 

A BOGIE. 


NOT THAT 
SORT OF BOGIE. 
THERE’S SOMEONE 
FOLLOWING US. 


Ex 
LG? 


LET’S TAKE 
A SHORT CUT 
THROUGH BUGGERS 


CANYON. THAT'LL 
FOX HIM. A 


HARD, HOLD ag hs 
ONTO YOUR te 


KIDNEYS. 


THE HOTS FOR 
YOU, HE |S NOT 
LETTING GO. 


VLL JUST 


HAVE TO TRY 
AND OUT RUN 


THAT WAS 


HIM! THERE’S 
NO WAY OF 
LOSING HIM. 

HE’S TOO 


ALmosT THERE YF) 
NOW ANYWAY. YOU 
CAN START 
WIGGLING YOUR 
AR6E ABOUT 
AGAIN. 


SO WHAT'S 
THE SCORE? 


DAMNED DIDN'T WE BAKE 


ENOUGH CAKES 
TODAY? 


«AND | SEE 
THAT YOU'VE 
BROUGHT ADAM 
ANT WITH YOU—AN 
EXCELLENT 


THAT'S WHAT?! WHY HELLO, ADAM. 
ADAM ANT? Jae 7 ON oe DID YOU FOLLOW 
SOMEONE TELL US ALL THE WAY 
HERE BECAUSE YOU 
LIKE MY FRIEND 
BARNEY? 


| MIGHT ACTUALLY, IT’S 
WELL LIKE HER, YOU | WAS CHASING. 
BUT ALL I’VE | HAVEN'T BEEN ABLE 
SEEN OF HER TO GET YOU OUT OF 
H), SO FAR IS HER , MY MIND SINCE | FIRST 
Et REAR END. 4 SAW YOU...WHICH WAS 
4 ABOUT FIFTEEN 
MINUTES AGO. 


ADAM, | REMEMBER SEEING 
ON A KID’S SATURDAY MORNING 
TV SHOW THAT YOU ARE A DAB HMMM. A 
HAND WITH THE OL’ JAM MAN_BAKING 
SPONGE. AM | RIGHT? CAKES, ISN’T 
THAT A BIT 


MY, GOD, THIS 
SPONGECAKE IS 
SIMPLY MELT IN THE 
MOUTH... AND YOU 
Pe ese 
HADN'T WE 
BETTER GET 
DOWN TO THE LAWN 
AND START SELLING 
SOME OF THOSE 
HOME-BAKED 
GOODS? 


RIDICULE IS 
NOTHING TO BE 


IT’S A GOOD 
JOB ADAM TURNED 
UP AND HELPED US 
BAKE LAST_NIGHT. WE’D 
BE SOLD OUT BY NOW 
IF IT WASN'T FOR HIM 
AND HIS STERLING 


WHERE ARE YOU 
OFF TO, BARNEY? 
AREN’T YOU GONNA 
STAY FOR THE 
MORRIS DANCING 


STORY HAS MANY 
ENDINGS, BUT WE’RE 
NOT GOING TO SHOW 

YOU ANY OF THEM. 
WE’RE JUST GONNA 

LEAVE IT HANGING 

THERE IN SPACE, 

UNCONCLUDED. 


AND HERE’S 
WHY—IN 1998, 


OF EXPANSION IS 
ACCELERATING. 


OBSERVATIONS OF 
SUPERNOVAE WERE 
INTERPRETED AS BEING 
CONSISTENT WITH A 
UNIVERSE WHOSE RATE 


BEFORE THAT, 
OUR ACCEPTED 
MODEL OF UNIVERSAL 
TIME AND EXPANSION HAD 
AN END POINT WHERE IT 
SLOWED, STOPPED, AND 
THEN PLAYED ITSELF 
BACKWARDS UNTIL IT 
IMPLODED BACK INTO 
THE ORIGINAL BIG 
BANG. 


WELL, SINCE 
| DIDN'T GET 
SHAGGED BY ADAM 
ANT, I’M OFF TO 
FIND SOME OTHER 
“6EX PEOPLE”. 


WE NOW KNOW 
THAT THIS IS NOT THE 
CASE—THE UNIVERSE WILL 
CONTINUE TO EXPAND AND 
EXPAND, AT A FASTER AND 
FASTER RATE. IN KEEPING WITH 
THIS, WE HAVE CHANGED OUR 
STORY TELLING FORMAT TO 
BRING YOU VISIONS OF A 
UNIVERSE THAT GOES 
ON FOREVER. 


DEDICATED WITH 
LOVE AND RESPECT 
To MR, ADAM ANT / 


YOU DON’T CAN 


AN ENDING; ENDINGS 
ARE SOMETHING MAN 
INVENTED TO SAVE HIMSELF 
FROM LOOKING AT THE 
BIGGER PICTURE. THIS STORY 
IS OUR FIRST STEP INTO 
BRINGING YOU A WHOLE 
WORLD WITH NO 
BOUNDERIES AND 
NO LIMITS. 
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ID Woros 


News from the nerve center of IDW Publishing 


SCORCHY SMITH FLIES AGAIN 


The classic Noel Sickles strip takes to the skies in IDW’s complete hardcover reprint 


Noel Sickles drew comics for three brief 
years, yet his groundbreaking work on 
the 1930s aviation adventure series 
Scorchy Smith is a milestone in the history 
of newspaper comic strips. Over the past 
70 years, however, readers have seen only 
occasional excerpts of this seminal work. 


Now IDW’s Library of American Comics 
presents Scorchy Smith and The Art of Noel 
Sickles, a comprehensive, oversized 352- 
page volume that collects, for the first 
time, every Sickles Scorchy strip, from 
December 1933 through November 
1936. It also features extensive DVD- 
style extras examining Sickles’ life and 
the decades-long influence of his work, 
while also showcasing the breadth of his 
career as one of America’s foremost 
magazine illustrators. 


We sat down recently to talk Scorchy with 
Dean Mullaney, editor on the 
collection, and the supervising editor on 
the Library of American Comics line. 
Another of Mullaney’s deluxe reprint 
editions, Terry and the Pirates, was created 
by the celebrated Milton Caniff, a 
studio-colleague of Sickles who readily 
acknowledged the long-term effect that 
his friend’s work had on his own. 


NOEL SIGKLES 


MUTE b sOOR PRI CAL isnt aT mane Suemnit 


pial A ia MAY RELEASES FROM IDW PUBLISHING 


Dead, She Said #1 

Doctor Who #5 

Doctor Who Classics #6 
Everybody's Dead #3 

FX #3 

Ghost Whisperer: The Haunted #3 
Igor Movie Prequel #1 

Locke & Key #4 

Mack Bolan: The Devil's Tools #2 
The Mummy Movie Prequel: 

The Rise and Fall of Xango’s Ax #2 
Rogue Angel: Teller of Tall Tales #4 
Silent Hill: Sinner's Reward #4 
Star Trek: Assignment Earth #1 
Star Trek; The Next Generation: 

Intelligence Gathering #5 
Star Trek: New Frontier #3 
Star Trek: Year Four: The Enterprise Experiment #2 
Tank Girl: Visions of Booga #1 
Zombies!: Hunters #1 


‘The Transformers Animated Vol. 3 
The Transformers: Best of the UK: Space Pirates #3 
Transformers Movie Sequel: 

The Reign of Starscream #2 
The Transformers: Beast Wars Sourcebook TPB 
The Transformers: Best of the UK: Dinobots TPB 
The Transformers: Devastation TPB 


The Compleat Next Men, Vol. 1 

Cory Doctorow's Futuristic Tales 
of the Here and Now HC 

CSI: Demon House-New Printing 

CSI: Dominos—New Printing 


Finding Peace 2 : Dead, She Said #1 ° 

Lore Premiere Edition fF The Transformers: Devastation TPB 
Prisoner of the Stars 

Speed Racer Vol, 5 TPB Com 0 npt ipes, etc. are appreciated, Feel free to send any correspondence to letters @idwpublishing.com or 1DWords, 


Star Trek: Alien Spotlight TPB 5080 Santa Fe Street, Sa (CA 92109. You can also join in the hullabaloo on our message boards at icwpublishing.com, 


IDW Publishing: Scorchy Smith is regarded as one of the most 
influential comic strips of all time, but as a strip about an adventure 
pilot, it seems very much a story of a particular time. How did 
the character come to life, and how did that contribute 
10 the strip’s popularity? 


Dean Mullaney: Scorchy Smith was created in 1930 by John 
Terry to capitalize on the popularity of Charles Lindbergh, 
who made the first solo flight across the Atlantic. Although 
Terry wasn’t a particularly good artist—you could even say he 
was particularly bad—the strip was the Associated Press's 
most popular feature, because of the public’s infatuation with 
aviation themes. 


IDW: Even though Terry created Scorchy, it was Noel Sickles 
who made the most significant contribution to the character. 
How did it get passed along to him? 


DM: Terry contracted tuberculosis, and Sickles was asked to 
ghost the strip in late 1933 and copy Terry’s style—but, even 
on his worst day, Sickles couldn’t draw a bad figure. The 
sketchy nature of Sickles’ early strips looked somewhat like 
Terry's, but it was still masterfully drawn. When Terry died, 
Sickles started signing the strip, and over a six-month period 
developed what we now call the “chiaroscuro” style of comics. 


IDW: That sounds like he brought a completely different sensibility ro 
the strip. How would you describe his approach, and how did it become 
so tremendously influential on all the strips that came afier it? 


DM: Sickles was among the handful of true innovators in 
comics. The interesting point is that he didn’t become an 
innovator intentionally: his creative restlessness and his sheer 
joy in simply drawing found him experimenting with different 
styles: first the chiaroscuro, with its reliance of heavy blacks 
done with the brush, and its delicate interplay between positive 
and negative space; and then, his bravuro use of Craftint and 
Benday, essentially holding the image in tone and creating a 
three-dimensional image. As Alex Toth put it, “To each 
discipline he brought his very own distinctive freshness of 
viewpoint, graphic declaration and execution... His every work 
formed a lesson from which we learned and gained inspiration.” 
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IDW: But despite his widespread influence, Sickles stayed on the strip 
Sor only a few years. What were the circumstances of his departure? 
How come he never returned? 


DM: By 1935, the number of subscribing newspapers had 
doubled, yet Sickles was still making $125 a week. He asked 
for a raise appropriate to what the syndicate was making, and 
was turned down. He quit, but professional that he was, he 
stayed long enough to train his replacement, Bert Christman. 
Sickles went on to do top-secret classified drawings for the 
army during WWII, and had an incredibly successful 40-year 
career as one of America’s top illustrators; his work appeared 
in Life Magazine, Look, the Saturday Evening Post, and National 
Geographic, among many other venues. 


IDW: These strips are more than 70 years old, but the book will reprint 
every single one that Sickles drew: How hard was it to assemble a 
complete collection, and how did you go about it? 


DM: Noel Sickles’ Scorchy Smith is the Holy Grail of 
adventure strips—a three-year run that is on every collector's 
Top Ten list, yet due to its rarity, has eluded a complete 
reprinting. We're fortunate to have assembled the first 
complete collection. We’re working closely with the Noel 
Sickles Collection at Ohio State University’s Cartoon 
Research Library. 


IDW: IDW has published a number of other strip collections 
in its Library of American Comics series. How is this one similar? 
How will it be different? 


DM: It’s similar to the other strips we're collecting in that it 
is one of the highlights in the history of comics. It’s different 
in that it’s the illustration, not the story, which carries the strip. 
Along with Alex Raymond and Hal Foster, Noel Sickles 
rounds out the triumverate of the greatest illustrators the field 
has ever seen. And the introduction to the book is written by 
another great illustrator—the singular Jim Steranko. 
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